Old Opera House Murder -- (Alva's First Homicide - 9 November 1910)

Judge I. B. Lawhon - Testimony

Judge I. B. Lawhon being recalled testified on rebuttal as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. PRUIETT:

Mr. Pruiett: Judge Lawhon, I will ask you to state to the jury whether or not you saw, -- when was the last time you saw Mabel Oakes before you saw her dead?
Judge Lawhon: The day before her death I believe.

Mr. Pruiett: That would be Election Day?

Judge Lawhon: Yes sir.

Mr. Pruiett: Where did you see her?

Judge Lawhon: I saw her on the south side of the sidewalk close to Mr. Miller’s office.

Mr. Pruiett: State whether or not you observed her face and features?

Judge Lawhon: No sir, I didn’t notice her face and more than I just saw it.

Mr. Pruiett: Could you see her face and eyes?

Judge Lawhon: Yes sir, I could see her face.

Mr. Pruiett: Did you notice her eyes?

Judge Lawhon: No sir, I didn’t notice her eyes.

Mr. Pruiett: did you see any bruise place on the side of her face?

Mr. Swindall:  Objected to as incompetent, irrelevant and immaterial. The witness testified that he didn’t observe her and leading and suggestive.

Mr. Pruiett: Well did you see Mabel Oakes?
Judge Lawhon: Yes sir.
Mr. Pruiett: State to the jury whether or not at the time you saw her she had a black eye and had a bruised place under the left eye or on the side of her face?
Mr. Swindall:  Objected to the witness has not qualified himself to answer; has not shown that he knows.

The Court:  Overruled.

To which ruling of the court the defendant then and there duly excepted at the time.

Judge Lawhon: I didn’t notice anything, no sir.
Mr. Pruiett: That is all.
CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. SWINDALL:

Mr. Swindall: You testified though that you didn’t pay any attention to Mabel, just seen her on the street?
Judge Lawhon: No sir, I wasn’t looking for any bruises.  I saw that place on her face when she was dead but I didn’t notice it on her the day before and never before.  I was in the habit of passing there as I testified to the other day and I used to see her from three to six times a day.  I didn’t pay any more attention than ordinary.  

Mr. Swindall: You just past her on the street and didn’t pay any attention to her?

Judge Lawhon:  No sir.

Mr. Swindall: How old are you?

Judge Lawhon:  Seventy-four.

Mr. Swindall: Do you wear glasses?

Judge Lawhon:  Yes sir.

Mr. Swindall: Did you have your glasses on then?

Judge Lawhon:  No sir, but I can see that distance as well without them as with them.  I can see that distance as well as ever.

Mr. Swindall: What kind of a covering did she have over her face or head if anything?

Judge Lawhon:  I didn’t notice anything.

Mr. Swindall: That is all. 

